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Reverend Sir, 5 
Hough I was fo far from Deſigning this Sermm ſn i 
1 Preſs, that I Decliued the Publication of it, when 
ucſted by the Vice-Cuanczirrious, u 

it from F Pulpit, as well as by my other Superiours, wh: 
thority I onght indeed to have ſubmitted to; yet at liſt lis, | 
fome Miſrepreſentations, Extorted from me. And that itn 
have Something to recommend it, I beg leave to put it under l 
Protection. For though the Excellencies of the Patron dv wt ( 
ply the Imperfeetions of the Work ; yet they ab always pri 


it a more eaſy Reception. 


am ſo ſenſible, that this Diſcourſe is not equal to the d 
weight and difficulty f the Argumint, that I ſhould Inpni 
ately deſire Tour Favourable Fudement of it, if I had the | 
reaſon to Doubt of that Candonr, which does ſo Remarkably ak 
Tour other Yertues. . 


But I muſt not here recount the Flonours that are due 10 l 
becanſe tis ſelabm known, that men of Great Worth are will 
Zo hear their own Characters; though I may perhaps be bla 

for my Singularity, ſince thoſe Perfections, which are ſo E 
_ and ſo Juſlly Applauded by others, are ſcarce Menti 
Y, 


mpat 
(ces 
u de! 
Ws, 01 
b ſtreſs 
per! Wa 
the ye 
Ions of 


Reverend Sir, 
Tour mejt Obliged, and 


mot Flumble Servant, 


WIILIIAM Lurnd 
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Matth, xxv. 46. 
Aud theſe ſhall go away into Everlaſting Pumſhment, 


Hough God hath revealed the Eternal duration of Future puniſhment 
in the Plaineſt and moſt Poſitive terms; yet the Impious gloſſes of 
ſome and the dictates of an Immoderate ſelF-love in others have repte- 
ſented this Important Article of our Faith as Abſurd and Incredible. 
:: the Intereſt of ſome men, and therefore their Endeavour, to raſe out of 
I Minds all the notions of a Future State. Senſual 1 haxe ſo intitely 
ofed their Affect ions, that they would not Willingly leave this pteſent 
1d, though in exchange for manſions of BliG in the next: Or, if — be 
unt deſires of Heaven ſtill remaining, as doubtleſs they muſt deſire it 
in this account, that this State of things, which is ſo dear to them, muſt 
efarily have an End; yet when, upon reflection, they find no hopes of at- 
ing what they thus with for out of Neceſlity, not of Choice, they then 
þ and Force their Reaſon in contriving Schemes of Imaginary Com- 
: They then boldly play all the engines that can be invented againſt the 
hority of the Holy Scriptures, or Induſtriouſly pervert the proper ſenſe of 
They then labour to perſwade themſelves and others, by Argumezus 
i themſelves can never Heartily believe, that though there be a ſupreme 
tg, which made the earth and created man upon it, yet there is no reaſon ts 
d, that a Being of ſuch wonderful Excellency and Perfection will be ſo 
rable to them, the work of his own hands, let their behaviour be what 
Ill, as not to plunge them into Endleſs and Intolerable Mitery ; that 
fore they ſeem to be under no very ſtrict obligation to afflict themſelves 
nuallywith ſevere and Vexatious reſtraints, but may reaſonably enough 
re togratify all their Inclinations and Deſires; that therefore they do not 
to have any other buſineſs in this world but that of the Zeviathan in the 
to take their paſtime therein. 

ad there 15 too plain an occaſion given to theſe Enemies of the Lord thus 
Apheme, by others, who, though they profeſs a Belicf of the Scriptures, do 
in a great meaſure, deſtroy the expectation of Eternal Puniſhment, by 
miſtaken opinions concerning God and our felyes. They cannat appre- 
| how any thing ſo Terrible and Amazing as Everlaſting miſery, Terrible 
Amazing beyond all expreſſion, ſhould be the portion of ſuch a Noble and 
lent Being as Man, the Perſection and Excellency of whoſe Nature God 
If hath ſo remarkably ſignalized his eſteem of, in the death of his only be- 
don ſot our benefit and advantage; how God's Infinite Goodneſs ſhould 
mpatible with Man's Endleſs Miſery, or how that Diſproportion, which 
(eras to be betwixt Momentary tranigreſſions and Everlaſting puniſhinent, 
de Reconcileable with Infinite juſtice. 

Is, out of an Immoderate Eſteem and love of Themſelves, they lay too 
b ſtreſs upon ſome of the Divine Attributes, and too little upon others 
perſwvade themſelyes into an Acquieſcence under ſo Agreeable a deluſion, 
the rey Principles of the Covenant of Grace, converting even the Re- 
nd of God's Infinite Mercy and Lore to mankind, into — 

1 2 


2 The Eternity of 
of their own extreme Danger, making thoſe very things that ſhould have buy 
their wealth become unto them an occaſion of falling. And they take great paim 1, 
confirm theſe Falſe reaſonings, about the Divine Attributes and the Excellep, 
cics of Humane nature, by their Miſtaken interpretations of thoſe texts in U 
Scripture, wherein God hath revealed the Nature and Circumſtances of Futge 
puniſhment. [I ſhall thegefore, in diſcourſing upon theſe words, endeayour 


1. Directly to prove the Eternity of puniſnment in a Future State, and 


2/y. To anſwer the Principal objections that have been made againſt it 
And 5 : 


1. The Direct proof of Eternal puniſhment in a Future ſtate falls within; I 
very ſmall compaſs, depending upon the Concurrent evidence of a few tem n 
Holy Scripture ; as when our Bleſſed Saviour, having immediately before gire 
an accouut of his Solemn and Glorious appearance to Judge the world, and 
of his approving and accepping the Faithful and Obedient, lays down the fe 
tence of Condemnation + he | 47 pin upon Fay Wicked in theſe words 

Depart from me ye burſed, into Everlaſtin ared for the Devil ad 
Matt. 25. 3 47 And the text aflures 2 Yo 4 2 of the den 
tence thus pronounced does evince, that tis Final and Unalterabl, 
ſo the conſequences of it ſhall be Immediately executed; Both the Righteoy 
and the Wicked ſhall preſently enter upon.the Different ſtates thus Finally a 
lotted them: There is nothing more to be Feared by the one, or Hoped by the 
= other, but immediately after [udgement thus paſſed, Theſe al p 
erſe 46. 4 . X S 
away into Evenaſting puniſhment, but the Kighteous into life Eternal. And 
we are further confirmed in the Belief of this by our Saviour, Mar. g. at the g; 
and following Verſes, where he thrice ſtiles the ſtate of Future miſery The fre ths 
never ſball be quenched, where their worm dieth not and the fire is not quenched, ui he 
did induſtriouſſy Anticipate every the leaft degree of hope, that the puniſs 
ment of Wicked men ſhall ever have an end. To this account which our &. 
viour hath given us may be added that Remarkable paſſage, where tis ſaid o 
the Wicked, that they ſhall drink of the wine of the wrath of God, nhid 
Rev. 1 .þ poured out without mixture into the cup of his Indignation, and ſhall lem. 
10.1%" mented with fire and brimſtone in the preſence of the Lamb; and the Sled 
| their torment aſcendeth up for. ever and ever. 8 

The certainty therefore of evetlaſting Happineſs prepared for Good met 
which no body is inclined either to Disbelieve or Diſpute, is not mote plat 
and clear than the eternal Miſery of the Wicked; which yet hath been Qt 
ſtion'd by ſome, and boldly Contradicted by others, upon ſeveral Principle 
all which ſeem to be manifeſtly trivial and groundleſs, as may appear trot 
what is in the ſecond place propofed, vi 

24%. The Solution of the Principal objections that have been mad: 1 
gainſt the Eternity of Fature 7 And 

1H. I ſhall take notice of the Notion commonly charged upon Origen, Ti 
after the Wicked have, for a long time, endured the puniſhment inf 
upon them at the day of [ndgement, they will be, at laſt, tranſlated ſtom 
ſery into the ſtate of the Bleſſed; a Notion which there is not one ole 
Reaſon bronght to prove, there being nothing, from which it can be deduced 
in Holy Scripture. For the texts alledged in fayour of it, wic 

If cs St Jerons recites, do plainly relate either to God's Goodneß in om 
ral, as, P/. 31. 19. O how great is thy Goodneſs which thou haſt law] 

them that ſear thee or, to God's deftyerznce of the Jews from Aﬀiction,1 
Mich. 7. 9. J will bear the Indignation of the Lord, becauſe I have ſned again 
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uture Puniſhment * 
1 he lead my cauſe and execute Judgment for me: Fe will bring me forth to the light 
25 bob his righteouſneſs, or, to the converlion of —— 9 Chriſtianity, 
| 2s, Rom, 11. 255 26. Unill the ful 1 of the Gentiles be come in, and ſo all Iſrael 
ſhall be ſcvel. And this is a full anſiyer to thoſe Teſtimonies of Scripture 
which are urged upon this Occaſion. : 
becie Dei. St Auſtin conſiders this Notion as proceeding from an Exceſ- 
lar c.17- fire Compaſſion in the Authors of it. And Theophyla# cenſtres G- 
Comment. rigen as a Trifler in this point, concluding it Impoſſible, that thoſe, 
in March. = ſhall be, in the General Judgement, condemned to a State of 
27 puniſhment for their ſins, ſhould ever be numbred amongſt the 
Righteous and partake with them in the Joys of Heaven: And the Reaſon is 
ſuch as can never be anſwer'd, That tis Impoſſible for thoſe to ne and 
be Converted, who are finally deprived of the means of Grace, ad alrerdy 
conliened to the place of Torment; and there is no Poſſibility of obtain- 
ing the happineſs of Heaven by any other means, or upon any other terms 
han Repentance aud Converſion. And this leads me to the conlideration 


en. 12 

nd, 4 2d Objection, That though wicked men ſhould be for ever excluded the 
e Kingdom of Heaven, yet they are not * of ſubſiſting for eyer under 
d that other puniſhment, the puniſhment of Senſe, which is denounced and 


deſcribed in Holy Scripture; that they muſt of neceſſity be at laſt quite 
conſumed by that fire which ſhall never be quenched, and fo their Miſe- 


1" ry muſt end in their utter Extinction. Upon this, ſome Writers have 
Je uten a great deal of pains in ranſacking the Hiſtories of Nature, to find 
% 08 out ſuch creatures as are able to bear the extreme heat of fire ſo as neither 
Mago periſh, nor be in any meaſure waſted by it. How ſucceſsſul they have 
eg. been in theſe enquiries I ſhall not examine; nor do I lay any ſtreſs upon 
4 uch diſcoveries and the Arguments drawn from them. For there is ano- 


ther conſideration, from which any one, who believes a God and the Holy 
criptures, may furniſh himſelf with a full anſwer to this difficulty, the 
onlidetation of God's Power. 

Indeed we cannot conclude the Exiſtence of any thing from God's 
oer to effect it, if his Power be conlider'd ſeparately from the Reve- 
ation of his Will. But when he hath plainly and Poſitively Revealed 
ny thing, the Nature of which we cannot clearly comprehend, we may and 
dacht ſtedfaſtly to believe it upon this Principle, that though it may be 
mpoffible with Man, it is Poflible with God. We have the very ſame 
ealon to reſt in a Belief, that God's Power will effect whatlorver he hath 
keclared ſhall be, though we cannot account for it, as that he hath ef- 
ted thoſe things that have been, which likewiſe are to us Unacconntable. 
e hay? not more reaſon to believe that the three Children ſurvived the 
ames of the Fiery Furnace, without being in the leaſt Injured or Aﬀetted 
dy them, than that the Wicked ſhall endure the mcſt exquilite torments of 

Juenchable fire in the world to come. But there is | 

39. Another objection which ſtrikes at this v-ry Revelation of God's Will, 
pon Which, in conjunction with the conſideration of his Power, we thus 
uld our Belief of the Article. Tis urged, that ſome things are in Scrip- 
pre repreſented as Eternal or Everlaffing, which yet are of a Finite Duration ; 
I 60. 15. Whereas thou haft been forſaken and hated, ſo that no man went throws) 
'; Twill make thee an Eternal excellency; and Gen. 17. f. 1 will give anno te, 
kd to thy Seed after thee, the land herein thou art a Stranger, all the land of (ai. 
an Everlaſting poſſeſſion. But the anſwer is ealy and faribfattory, Tat. 
lan from the nature aud circumſtances of the things, which the terms # 
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laſting and Eernal are in heſe and the like texts applied to, that they are Thy 

uſed with Limitation and Reſtrition; whereas it cannot be denied, that 

do in their moſt Proper and Strict Senſe denote an Endleſs duration: Ag 

that rhey are always uſed in this moſt Proper and Strict ſenſe, when applied t 

Future puniſhment, is certain from thoſe other expreſſions, whereby the (ans 

Future puniſhment is repreſented and deſcribed, as in the text above cited, whey 

tis called the fire that never ſhall be quenched, where their worm die 

44. and the fire is not quenched, and where tis poſitively declared, that ib | 

Rev 20. 10. Wicked ſhall be tormented day and night for ever and ever, and tha f 

Rev.14.11 the Smoke of their torment aſcendeth up for ever and ever; Expteſſiam ; 
theſe ſo clear and full, that ſcarce any words can more certainly an l 

1 


Mark 9.43, 


plainly ſignify an Endleſs duration, both of the torment and the Perſons thatar 
to endure it. For, as the Learned and ſudicious Biſhop Pearſon excellently a. 
gues, “If the Fire, in which the Reprobates are to be tormented, be Exer. 


«ing; if fo abſolutely Everlaſting that it never ſhall be quenched; if ſo cui c 
ce y never to be quenched, that the Smoke thereof ſhall aſcend for ever and er; | 
© jf thoſe which ate caſt into it ſhall be tormented for ever and ever, (all which N 
ct the Sctiptures expteſoly teach) then ſhall the Wicked be Coeternal to thetu. if 
& menting Flames. The torment fhall be Everlaſtingly endured by the Wicked 7 
And this ſuggeſts a | a 
4th. Objection, in confirmation of the laſt mention'd, from the Teſtiman f 
of Scripture, That Wicked men ſhall be Annihilated. b 
Diſconſolate and miſerable indeed muſt men's condition be, when Deſtruſio if 
becomes matter of hope, when they would be glad to take Sanctuan ere n 
in Annihilation; and much more Miſerable ſtill, when diſappointed of thi en 
Frightful refuge it felf, which is no otherwiſe to be hoped for from the Holy 
Scriptures, than by the plain Milinterpretation of them. ce 
The firſt text alledged in favour of this Diſmal expectation is that con {a1 
Mat. 10 28. Saviour, Fear him which is able to deſtroy both Body and Soul in Hel; an 
' from which they wonld have it believed, that Wicked men (ial ha 
raniſh into Air or into nothing, that they ſhall be, by the wrath of th: Al pl. 
mighty, utterly conſumed and ceaſe to have a Being. But that there i 0 an 
ſuck thing implied in the word 27Aiozy, which we here render to Deny, pa 
may appear, as from a great many other texts ſo particularly from the 35 di 
werſe of the ſame Chapter, where our Saviour declares, that whoſoerer [ol to 
his life for His fake ſhall find it, in theſe words, » 2zmAiras mh und 
where there can be no ſuch thing as Annihilation underſtood, unlels tba, anc 
who ſoffer Martyrdom for Chriſtianity, are to be Annihilated, which wil we 
ſcarce be affirmed ; or, if it ſhould, then how can he, who fo loſeth bus lit ſeca 
be ſaid to find it: | 0 
And as this w ord does not imply Annihilation, properly fo called, ſorts ; 
ther does it always denote Diſſolution, but is uſed to ſignify Miſery done ne 
may appear from 1. Cor. 5. F. mga Has T Try my To) Lora os 0.5990 KC 1% ſeco 
ider ſuch an one unto Satan for the Deftruftion of the Fleſh ; that the Sum mg 3 and 


{awed in :he day of the Lord Feſns. That by the Deſtruction of the Fleſþ we are ber Mig 


to underſtand Miery ſuffered in this life ſeems very plain from the endof Wd WH 
afigned, namely, the Salvation of the Offender ; For if the means of an B 
he peculiar to this State, and if the Deſtruction here mention d were mean" buil 


Salvation, which the Apoſtle exprefly affirms, it muſt of neceſiity dende Blaf 
puniſument ſuffer'd in this State. ; 1 ro 
And though it ſhould be granted, that this Temporal puniſhment on 9 ; 
only continue till the Offender's Death, bat was alto the Occaſion of it; ing 
that would nut at all interfere with this interpretation of the text * — 


VNuare Funſhment. 1 
char being granted, Death was only Accidental and Extrinſecal with gy 
the 
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» to deſttuction, as here laid down, which, being plainly the means o 

\nd Offender's Salvation, and therefore of his Converlion, muſt neceſſarily be 
to what he ſuffer'd before Death; which is ſtill more clear from 
= "Is mu- 1, Tim. 1-20. Of whom is Hymeneus and Alexander whom I have deliver d 


by a dan pi mne Satan, that they may Learn not to Blaſpheme. Another proof, and 
* Curr, a very convincing one, that Deſtruftion does ſometimes in Holy 
the Scripture bgnify Miſery alone, may be taken from Mar. 1. 24. ae D ,¹,] 
tha Jus ; art thou come to deſiroy us 2 Where tis not to be imagined, that by Deſtroy- 
0 ig, Annihilation of the Devils is to be underſtood, or any thing but Aiſery 


and to be inflicted on them, as is abundantly evident from a Parallel text, Aut. 
tar 8. 29. hat have we to do with thee, Jeſs thou Son of God ? art though come hither to 
par Tument us before the time? 

ll. That the Annihilation of the Wicked is not to be expected our Saviour 
an. does plainly intimate, where he thus affirms of him who muſt ſuffer the pun- 
101; | iſnment of the world to come, Good were it for that man, if be had 
lich Mar. 16 a1. never been born; For ſuppoſing the Annihilation of the Wicked, this 
"a ſolemn Aſſeveration of our Saviour ſignifies nothing at all; becauſe, with 


hed reſpect to Happineſs and Miſery, tis the very ſame thing to be Annikilated, 
as never to have had a Being; Both caſes are equally excluſive of Miſery ; 
nony for that which Suffers muſt Be. And therefore the difference here aſſigned 
by our Bleſſed Saviour is neceſſarily and plainly this, That as the Wicked, 
if they had never been born, had never known Happineſs, ſo they had 
eren never known Miſery; whereas they muſt, as the caſe is now, ſufter Miſery for 
Ichs eyetmore. 
Hoh And that this is ſtrictly our Saviour's meaning in tlie very text objected 15 
certain from Lu. 12. 5. where that Evangelift hath recorded the very fame paſ- 
Four (age, which we thus read Mats. 10. 28. Fear him which is able to deſtroy both Body 
Hell; and Soul in Hell, and hath thus expreſſed it, Fear him which, after he hath killed, 
1 har! power to caſt into Hell. So that if it be the ſafeſt and beſt method of ex- 
* A. plaining the Scriptures, as doubtleſs it is, to interpret one text by another, 
15100 and eſpecially in this caſe, where we have ſeveral relations of the very ſame 
fry, paſlage, tis undenyable, that Periſhing and Deſtruction, when applied to the 
29h diſpotal of Wicked men after Death, do always ſigniſy their being conſigned 
loleth to a ſtate of Miſery. 
ns i [ts allo certain, that this is the only thing meant by the ſecond Death, 
thele another expreſſion objected under this Argument. For this is the account 
h wil we haye, Kev. 20. 14. Death and Felt were caft into the lake of Fire ; this is the 
1s lit ſecond Death; that is, after the general Reſurrection and general [udgement 
mention d at the 12th and 1 3th verſes, Death ſhall be deſtroyed, as. 
8 St Paul expreſſeth it; There ſhall be no more Death, no Ex- 
"ne, 1 tinction, no future Diſſolution ; that lake of Fire, that State of Miſery is the only 
, ty ſecond Death; Which is further confirmed, and that beyond all Contradiction 
m1 ( 2nd Evalion, Rev. 21. 8. The Fearful, and Unbelieving, and Abominable, and 
re her Miaderers, and Wheremongers, and Sorcerers, and Idolaters, and all Lyars ſhall have 
it her their part in that lake —— with Fire and Brimſlone; which is the ſecond Death. 
[ratio But after all; though the Scripture Teſtimonies, upon which this Article is 
ed built, be thus clear and evident, yet ſome men have been fo Profanely and 
dende Blaphemouſly bold, as to queſtion the Equity of God's purpoſes thus plainly 
ö . Revealed. But here, if ever, Solomon's obſervation is remarkably ve- 
lid ot u. rified, that the Inſtrudion of fools is folly. For if we muſt be Reaſon- 
ing about theſe Divine diſpenſations, the Conſiſtency and Equity of them 
cannot but be diſcerned and owned even by Reaſon it ſelf, ſo far at leaſt, as 
A 4 to 


bote. 1. Cor. 15.26, 
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to be more evident and convincing than any thing that can be urged inop- 
polition to them, For 5 | 

1ſt. As hath been obſerved, our ſins render us liable to Eternal Punilh. 
ment, becauſe the Majeſty of God, againſt whom they are committed, js In. . 
finite. For even in Humane Societies, an offence againſt a. Magiſtrate is of 
a higher nature, and attended with more ſevere puniſhment, than cring " 
committed againſt private Perſons; And ſo as the Magiſtrate is more Emigey - 
and Honourable, the Injuries or Indignities offer d to him are (till eſtermeg P 
more Heinous, and have greater puniſhments annexed to them, in propor- 
tion to the Eminency and Honour of the Perſon offended. And therefor? 1 
ſince our (ins are Rebellion againſt God, who is Infinite in Glory, and Power mo 
and all Perſection, the guilt of them ſeems to be Infinite; and upon this en 
account, ſince we are Incapable of undergoing puniſhment Infinite in De. bc 


tee, the Infinite Duration of it is no more than Proportionate to our Guilt, Inf 
20%. Thoſe who die in a ſtate of Impenitence would be Actually Diſobedient ga 
and Rebellious againſt God for eyermore, if they were not removed out of ö 
this life, the Scene of Action, and by that means rendred Incapable of * 
Actual diſobedience, which nothing but the want of Power and Opponw * 
nity would prevent. And though they be deprived of that Power; yet they 2 
are Unalterably confirmed and eſtabliſhed in the Habits of ſin; They vil incr. 


for ever continue ſubject to thoſe ſinſul qualities and diſpoſitions which they 
have contracted, qualities that are directly oppoſed to the Purity and Holinen Nit iy; 
of the Divine Nature. And upon this account, their puniſhment is, to al 
intents and purpoſes, Reconcileable with God's Juſtice, which, in a ftate of 
Puniſhment, not of Probation, does require the Execution of Vengeance 
upon his Enemies, ſo long as they continue fo, and that is for ever and ever, 

3/y. The Eternity of puniſhwent is plainly conſiſtent with the Goodies 
of God upon this account, that he hath ſet bcfore us Life and Death; the 
Happineſs propoſed is, at leaſt, equal to the Miſery denounced, and we m 
chooſe our own Condition. - Though Mankind was become Juſtly obnoxiow 
to God's Wrath; yet he hath freely and graciouſly reſtored us to an Opponu- 
nity of avoiding Miſery, and obtaining Unconceivable Happineſs: at his oun 
right hand for evermore. And this is properly the perſection. of Goodneb; 
But Goodneſs and Mercy themſelves cannot ſave thoſe, that will not com- here is 
ply with the terms of Goodneſs and Mercy. 

Theſe Anſwers, or ſuch as theſe, at leaſt joyntly conſider'd, ſeem abun» 
dantly ſufficient to ſatis ſy the Difficulties ; though the Contrary hath been 
inſinuated in a diſcourſe too well known, which was ſome years ago pub- Is in 
liſned by one, whoſe extraordinary Perſonal, accompliſhments and bigi Wl 
Station in the Church do coiamand ſo very great Deſerence, that it may pet- 
haps be thought ſcarce allowable to mention any part of his Writings o- 
therwiſe than with Approbation and Applauſe : But he hath, in this pat 
ticular, to the Diſadvantage of the Article, made it very plain, that even the 
Greateſt men have their intervals of Miſap prehenſion and Miſtake, For be 
hath firſt urged ſeveral reaſons to deſtroy Theſe or the like Anſwers, and then 
undertaken to remove the Difficulties, by ſuch ſolutions of his own, as are fo 
fac from anſwering that end, and confirming the Truth of the Article, that 
they gire manifeſt octaſion to Disbelieve it. All which I (hall take thelibery 
of ex mining and of endeavouring to refute. ROT 

And $ift, he thus reflects upon the firſt Argument we urge in Vindicaden 
of God's Juſtice. f 

Fr, it it ſaid by ſome, that becauſe ſin is Tufinite in reſpect of the Objeft q 


whom it is committed, which is God, therefore it deſerves an Inſinite puniſomens 2 
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1 7 doubt, will upon examination be found to hæve more of ſubtlety than of ſoli- 
45 ok 'Tis tue indeed, that the Dignity of the Perſon againft whom — 
i committed is 4 great aggravation of the fault; For which reaſon all offences againtt 
God are certainly the greateſt of all others, But that crimes ſhould be hereby * 
to an Infinite degree can by no means be admitted, and thas for this plain reaſon, becauſe 
then the evil and demerit of all ſins muſt neceſſarily be equal; for the demerit of no ſm 
an be more than Infinite: And if the demerit of all ſins be equal, there can be no rea- 
ſon for the degrees of pun:;/hment in another World. But to deny that there are degrees of 
puniſhment . Aon is not only contrary to reaſon, but to our Saviour's expreſs aſſertion, 
that ſome ſhall be beaten with many ſtripes, and ſome with fewer, and that it ſhall be 
more tolerable for ſome in the day of Judgement than for others. Beſides, that by the 
ſame reaſon that the leaſt ſin that is committed againſt God may be ſaid to be Infinite 
becauſe of it's Object, the leaft puniſhment that is inflifted by God my be ſaid to be 
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. Infinite becauſe of it's author ; and then all puniſhment from God as as all ſms a- 
nt gant him would be equal, which is palbably abſurd. 
of As to this laſt part of the Reflection, That by the ſame reaſon that the leaſt ſin that 
of is committed againſt God may be ſaid 10 be Infinite became of it's Object, the leaft 
le puniſhment that is inflicted by God may be ſaid tn be Infinite becauſe 1 u's Authour, 
ty It may be anſwer'd by obſerving, that Puniſhment 15 not at all heighten d or 
il increas'd becauſe inflicted by Almighty God ; for temporary pain, which God 
y inflits upon the body, 15 as well Finite, both in Degree and Duration, as if 
ls it were inflicted by a Finite Being; whereas Crimes, as this Author himſelf 
all W:cknowledgeth, are aggravated according to the Dignity of the perſon againſt 
of whom they are committed, and ſo Sin is heighten'd, becauſe committed again(t 
fe: 5od's Infinite Majeſty, though Puniſhment, becauſe inflicted by him, be not. 
The Author of this Refleton therefore might as well have argued, that it lin 
es ommitted againſt God be Infinite becaule of it's Object, therefore all crea- 
he res are Infinite becauſe God is the Author of them; for this conſequence 
ay 5 ſtriftly the ſame, equally True and equally Pertinent. 
L When in this Argument Sin is ſtiſed Infinite becauſe of it's Object, tis 
u- ot urged or Imagined, that every thing, which is, 19 any ſeaſe, Related to 
＋ Almighty God, is for that reaſon to be eſteemed Infinite ; but that, belides 
63 he nature of ſuch a Relation, which is Common both to Six and Puniſiment, 
TY here is in Sin a Peculiar property, which renders the guilt of it Iafinite, name- 
y, that it is an Offence and Aftront to the Infinite Majeſty of God. Since 
un» WWb-refore this Reaſon of Sin's being ſtiled Infinite 15 not Poſſibly applicable to 
een ment inflicted by Almighty God, or to any thing whatſoever beſide Sin, 
ub in rain to urge any thing as 2 ſame Reaſon ; is therefore Iinpoſſible, 
gh Wat the caſe which this Author brings as Equivalent and palpably abſurd, or 
er lat any other inſtance whatſoever ſhould Really be Equivalent, and by con- 
o- nence, that any ſuch inſtance ſhould prove any thing at all againſt the At- 
ate ment, 
the As for the firſt and Principal part of this Refletion, though there be 
r he me'hing in it of that Clear and Eaſy Thought and Expteſſion which the 
hen whour of it was ſo Eminent for, yet 'tis all Groundleſs and Miſtaken. The 
e ſo dument ſets forth, that Everlaſting miſery is the [uſt puniſhment of Sin; and 


de ha very formal proof produced, that th: re are Degrees in the demerit of 
n, and will be Degrees of Puniſhment in the World to come; from which 
lnlinuated, that Sin cannot deſerve puniſhment in any ſenſe Infinite, be- 
ule Infinite does not admit of any Degrees. Now no body ever denied or 
pudted, that there are Degrees of demerit and will be Degrees of puniſhment 
the World to come; But what is this to Infinite Duration, the only thing 
queſtion, and the only thing that this Reflection ſnould have refer'd to; 
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For the puniſhment of all Wicked men may be Infinite in Duration, and yy 
greater or leis in Quality or Degree, more or leſs Sharp and T ing 2c. 
cording to the Degrees of their Sins. a 

0h. The fcond Argument is thus repreſented and thus replied to; 7: i (a 
by others, has if Wicked men lived for ever in this world, they would fin for to, 
and therefore they deſerve to be puniſhed for ever. But this hath neither muh n 
reaſon enough in it to give [atisfaftion ; For who can certainly tell, that if a manly 
never ſo long, he would never repene and grow better? | 

In anſwer to this, it ſcems ſufficiently manifeſt, from the vers of the 
Goipel, by which alone we are to be guided and determined in this Matt, 
that no man dis 1n 2 State of Impenitence, till he hath fo far provoked 
Almighty God by his Sins, that the means of Grace 7 and Finally 
withdrawn frow him; And I think it may ſaſely be affirmed, that thoſe, 
from whom God's Grace 15 Finally withdrawn, would be for ever diſfobedien, 
if they ſhould be ſutlet d to live here for ever. 

But tis farther urged, that ſuppoſing this to be Tue, it is no Reaſin cf 
God's inflicting Everlaſting puniſhment, and that upon this account, The 
the Fuftice of God does only puniſh the Sins which men have committed in thi lfe 
and not thoſe which they —_ poſdibly have committed if they had lived longer. 

But here the Argument is Miſapprehended, and the Reply very little ot 
nothing to the purpoſe. For tis not ſuppoſed, that men will be puniſhed 
for thoſe Sins which they might poſiibly have committed if they had lived longer. If thi f 
were alledged, it muſt be with reſpect, not to the Duration, but the Dem I 
of puniſhment, which are without queſtion to be determined and inflited l 
1 to the meaſures of guilt: And therefore that any man ſodi vi 
nfter the ſame Degrees of puniſhment, as if he had Actually committed al b 
thoſe ſins which he might Poſſibly have committed if he had lived long, ve 
would be, according to our Notions of things, inconſiſtent with God" 
Juſtice. In this ſenſe, and in this ſenſe only, the obſervation is true, but 
does not at all affect the genuine purport and force of the Argument br 
fore us, which is grounded upon, and to be interpreted by, that Marim oſthe 
Schooſmen in this caſe, Duratio pene reſpondet durationi culpe, non quiden ex pant 
attis ſed ex parte A lacul . The Duration of Puniſhment is proportionate to th 
Duration of Sin; where by Sin we are not to underſtand the. A of Sin: but the 
Pollmien of it. And this is no Unintelligible nicety or ſenſeleſs diſtindton 
=: but the plain Truth,conſonant to Reaſon and Scripture; from both 
Tir as. which we know, that fin defiles a man, that thereby even the mind as 

'* ** Conſcience is defiled. ; 

We cannot indeed fo accurately and fully account for Spiritual polſutm 
as we can for the objects of ſenſe, becauſe our notions of Spirit are Jeſs den 
and perfe&t. But our knowledge of it is thus far certain, that the commiſion 
of {in withdraws our Affection: from God, and fixeth them upon ſuch thing 
as are directly repugnant to his Purity and Holineſs; that Habitual St 
ners do with abhorrence avoid that which is Good and with delight aber 


8 


. 


to that which is Evil. Now if this be the cafe, as doubleß it is, of all thoſ UL 
who die in a ſtate of ſin; and if the means of Grace do terminate with | 
life z if there be no Repentance, no Converſion, no Regeneration beya 5 0 
che grave, (as there is not the leaſt colour of reaſon to believe or hope Y wc 
hence it neceſſarily follows, that all habitual Sinners will be for erer alt ner 
nated from the love of God, everlaſtingly ſubject to an Abhorrence of 000 prop 


neſs, and everlaſtingly aſſected with ſuch Tendencies and Propenlions, Wi 
and Delires as ſtand directly oppoſed to the purity and Perſection of le 
Divine Nature. | 


Future Puniſbment. 9 


L If therefore the Enemies of God be the Juſt and Adequate objects of his 

1. Vengeance, tis hence manifeſt, that the everlaſting Puniſhment of Wicked 
men 15 ſo far from being Unjuſt or Unequal, that it is the Proper and Neceſ- 

ſu fary effet of God's Juſtice z becauſe all men that die in a ſtate of Impeni- 

ev, tence will be for ever Unchangeably ſubject to the dominion of fin, for ever 

) ny the Enemies of God. And this conſideration alone ſeems abundantly ſuffi- 

lr cient to Reconcile the Juſtice of God with the Eternal puniſhment of Sin- 
ners; And yet this Difficulty is ſtill further ſatisſied by - 


| the Third Argument, which relates to God's Goodneſs ; But this likewiſe is thus 
atter repreſented as Inſufficient 
oked It is ſaid, that God hath ſes before men everlafling Flappineſi and Miſery, and 


nally the Sinner bath his choice. Flere are two things ſaid, which ſeem 10 bid fairly towards 
hoſe an en/wer, Firft, that the Reward which God promiſeth to our obedience is equa! to the 
lient, prmiſbment which he threatens to our Diſobedience. But yet this, I doubt, will not reach 

the byſimeſs : Becauſe though it be not contrary to Juſtice to exceed in Rewards, iſſat being 
bn of matter of meer favour, yet it may be ſo to exceed in puniſhments. Secondly 7: is fur- 
That ther ſaid, that the Sinner in this caſe hath his choice. This I confeſs is enoug!) 10 2 
1 be lence the Sinner, and to make him acknowledge that his Deſiruction is of himſeif; bus 
| Jet for all that, it does nut ſeem ſo clearly to ſatisfy the objeflion from the diſproportion 
le of between the fault and the puniſhment. 


iſhed Theſe refleftions, though they appear very Smooth and Plauſible, are of no 
f thit force or conſequence at all, being grounded upon nothing but a palpable Fallacy. 
Jegree For tis here taken for granted, that there is Exceſs in the Eternity of puniſtiment, 
ted that there is a Diſproportion between the Fault and the Puniſhment, which is the 
hould rery thing to be proved; and not only fo, but which is likewiſe fo far from 
d al being true, that what is urged under the particular immediately foregoing ſeerns 
"nger, rery fully to prove the contrary. For if as is already ſhewn, all Iinpenitent 


Gods Sinners will be Unchangeably and Eternally ſubject to the dominion of ſin, 
e, but and by neceſſary conſequence Eternally the Enemies of God and Goodne is; 


it be the Eternity of their puniſhment is ſo far ſrom implying Zxceſs or Diſproportion 
ofthe that it i undeniably proportionate to their Guilt ; and ſo far as we ate capable 
x port of Judging in this cate, God Almighty muſt be wanting to his Juſtice, if their 
to the puniſhment ſhould ever have an end. 
utthe Theſe Reflections therefore, which are not only Precarious, but plainly Falſe, 
(on, cannot in the leaſt Invalidate the Argument they are replied to: Ir is ſtill 
1 both the Perfection of Goodneſs in God, that he hath graciouſly vouchſafed ns a 
ind ond power and opportunity of obtaining Unconceivable and Eternal Happincls ; 
and if we cannot be prevail'd upon by Goodneſs it ſelf, our deſtruction is 
Juton intiely owing to our own folly, and does not at all interfere with that Infinite 


der Goodneſs, the demonſtrations of which we obſtinately Deſpiſe and Reject. 

Having thus endeavour'd to Reſute what this great man hath Unhappily 
replied to the Arguments urged in vindication of God's Juſtice and Goodneſs ; 
[ ſtall proceed to his other opinions, which ſeem to be no leſs Abſurd, no 
leb Dangerous, though advanced under the character of Conſiderations where- 


| thol by he encleavours to clear this matter, the doctrine of Eternal punfſhments. And 
b ü ff. It 15 propoſed as very conſidetable, that the meaſime of Penalties with reſpect 
xeyond to quer i not only nor always to be taken from the quality and degree of the oſſence, 
pe i) much leſs from the duration and continuance of it, but from the ends and reaſons of go vern- 
t als ment ; /o that what proportion crimes and penalties ought to bear to each other, is not ſo 
Grob properly @ conſideration of Juſtice, as of Wiſdom and prudence in the Law-giver. And 
Wiſe hence 'tis concluded, that whatſoever the diſproportion may be between Temporary 


ms and Eternal ſufferings, Juſtice cannot be ſaid to be concern d in it. 
The Diſpropertion is here again taken for granted; But of that already, _ 
N Tha 
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— Te Eternity of | 
That the Determination of puniſhments and their Proportion to crimes do 


bear reſpect to that great end and deſign of government, ſecuring the obſerugiq 4 
mholſom and neceſſary Laws, may very well be acknowledged; But that this a r 
of Government, {ingly con{ider'd, altogether exclufive of Juſtice, ſo that Jufiy | 
cannot be ſaid to be concern d in it, ſhould be fix d as the Sole Reaſon and Found.. t 
tion of Eternal Puniſhments, is by no means allowable; the Aſſertion js d. { 
realy Falſe and directly Deſtructive of that Faith, which tis brought to E. | 
ſtabliſa. It is not poſſible that any man ſhould, upon this principle, ſted{aſt] V 
believe the Eternity of puniſhment. For if there be no other Realon and \ 


Foundation of Eternal puniſhments beſide the ends and reaſons of govern, p 
then the only End and Reaſon of them will be finally outdated and I 
abſolutely Void, when this world ſhall be no more, when the Laws and th: a 
Government ſhall be aboliſhed together; and there is no cauſe to expect, thy i 
the means will be applied, when the Only Reaſon of thoſe means 1s ceake, 1 
when the Only End of thoſe means is already Accompliſhed. 


According to this account therefore, by Eternal puniſhments, and by the Tin. 1 
nings of that puniſhment we are ſtrictly to underſtand the very ſame th 
For meer Threatnings would Influence us to the obſervation of Laws, and that - 


as effectually, though the Evils denounced were never to be Executed, as if — 
they will be really inflicted, upon our diſobedience, and are foretold us in ci. 
der to avoid them, which is the true ſlate of the matter; Meer Threatning, [ 
fay, would Influence our behaviour, and that equally in both caſes, ſuppoling 
the Reality of the evil denounced to be in both cates equally believed. Noy 


whoſoever hath Thought enough to perceive this, (and any man's Though! - 
will mount much higher, when in purſuit of ſuch diſcoveries as would infalli N 


bly reſcue him from all Dread and Solicitude, from all Interruption and Un 
ealineſs amidſt the utmoſt ſinful enjoyments) whoſoever can thus ref n 
and thus obſerve, that the Actual execution of Eternal puniſhment cannot ſecure 


the obſervation of Laws, becauſe the obligation of Laws will ceaſe, when al * 
Humane governments, and this ſtate of things, ſhall be diſſolved, beforethe . 
Time of Inflicting the totments Denounced; and that 7hreaznings, ſuppoling Ia 
a Belief of the evil denounced, do with equal 8 move us to obedience . 
whether the evil ſo denounced will really be the conſequence of our Diſobe J. 
dience or not; and is, at the ſaine time, perſwaded, that this great end of gc- 00 
vernment, the obſervation of Laws, is the Only Reaſon, the Only Foundation of 
of Eternal puniſhment, will either intirely abandon all Apprehenſions of it, oi - 
however, the Belief of it muſt ſit very looſe upon him. 5 
Bnt this account is no leſs Falſe than Dangerous. And indeed every Reply 11 
that adds new Force to an objection in ſtead of Satisfying and Removing i, 
may, for that very reaſon, be juſtly ſuſpected as a Groundleſs and Falle ac. Ply 
count; and the reaſonableneſs of ſuch a ſuſpicion is in this particular plain 17 
exemplified. For even in Humane Adminiſtrations, though penalties do ber * 
ever ſo plain and immediate a reſpect to the obſervation of Laws, yet they a . 
always to be determined by Juſtice, or conſiſtent with it. And much les 0 
ſhould we dare to Imagine, that any puniſminent eſpecially that which is 1 
greateſt moment, that which is Eternal, ſhould be apportion d by Almighty upc 
God in ſuch a manner, that his Fuftice ſhould not be concern d in it. No; de . 
Diſtribution of Rewards and Puniſhments is the proper object of his [ultic poſ 
and tis as manifeſt an Abſurdity to affirm, that this Attribute ſhould not be 1 
concern'd in determining the ſtate of future miſery, as that his Power bat 
Wildom ſhould not be concern'd in the Creation of the world, ot his _ 


neſs and Mercy in the works of our Redemption. 


And therefore, after all the ſtreſs that is laid upon ſecureing the obſer: by 
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Iams the true ſtate of the matter 1s PROG but this, which is obvious to every 
man who underſtands the farſt principles of Chriſtianity, That God Almighty 
bath under the Goſpel, politively determined a ſtate of Endleſs miſery for all 
that are diſobedient, That this Revelation of his Will is of moſt excellent uſe 
to ſecure the obſervation of the Commandments, and that if this Revelation 
does not produce Obedience; the Puniſhment denounced will certainly follow ; 
which is not denounced and Deſcribed in the Gofpel only to ſright us into 
Verme and Goodnefs, but is ſtixttly conſiſtent with God's Juſtice and the 
proper Ef.& of it, and wall therefore be certainly Executed; unleſs that 
ſhouls prove true, which this Eminent Authour chiefly urgeth to Tiluſkate 
and Confirm his ſecond Obſervation, namely this, That after all, he that 
threatens hath (til the power of Execution in his own hands : And be may without any 
Injury to the party threamed, remit and abate as much as be pleaſeth of the puniſhmens 
at be hath threatned; And becauſe in ſo doing he is not worſe, but better than his ward, 
no body can find fault, or complain af any wrong or Ir juſtice thereby done to him. 

Now 't1s readily granted, that no body can complain of any wrong or injuſtice done 
to him, ſuppoſing an Abatement of puniſhments denounced, or a Total exemp- 
tion from them; But the Concluſion drawn from this Principle is manifeſtly 
Tiifling and Falſe. For God's Juſtice is to be conſider'd either with reference 
to the eflects of it upon Us, or with reſpect ro God himſelf, as it is, in it's ut- 
moſt and Infinite perfetion, an Attribute of the Divine Nature, and abſolu- 
tely Inſeparable from It. With reſpect to our ſelves there would be no Injuſtice 
in the utmoſt conceivable Abatement of Puniſhment, nor yet in an inte 
Impunity : For nothing is Unjuſt to us but what is Hurtful; And if fo, then 
there can be no Injuſtice done to us, ſo long as we ſuffer no kind of Miſery. 

The Vanity therefore and Falſeneſs of this Argument appear even in this, 
that it proves too much; For it does not with more force conclude gat the 
certainty of Hernal puniſhments, than it does, that at the General Refurrection 
a General Indemnity ſhall be proclaimed and all Mankind, without diſtinction, 
admitted to the Happineſs of Heaven: And yet this Authour himſelf hath 
laid down this Rule, which is a plain Truth and Univerſally acknowledged, 
Juflice indeed is concerned that the Righteous and the Niched ſhould not be treated alil e. 
And therefore tis not eaſy to Imagine how this Abturdity ſhould preſenily 
follow, which he could not poſſibly have fallen into, if he had but thought 
cf [uſtice, as he did immediately beſore, under it's ſecond conſideration, viz. 
a5 it relates to God himſelf, and is Inſeparable from the Divine Nature. For 
according to our beſt notions, grounded upon both Reaſon and Scripture, 
is altogether Inconſiſtent with God's Juſtice, that Impenirent Sinners should 
Pl 145, Bo Unpuniſhed: It is no more to be ſuppos'd, that Almighty God, 

17, Whois Righteous in all his ways and Holy in all his Workg, can exempt 

Incorrigible, Final Impenitence from punzſhment, than that he can 
dereſt himſelf of Superiority over his creatures, or ceale to have a Being. And 
that the Eternal duration of the puniſhment of the Wicked is not only as ſtrictiy 
copliſtent with his Juſtice, but as proper an effect of it as any Puniſimen 
It ſelf is, hath been already evinced; or however, the Arguments urged ſhould, 
vpon this account, he embraced as Convincing and Satisſactory, that they 
are confirmed by the expreſs and repeated Revelations of God's Will and Pur- 
poſe in this matter; unleſs the Aſlertion here laid down ſhould be granted, 
That though God Almighty ſhould not execute Everlaſting puniſhments, as be 
bath threatned, yet this would be no violation of his Truch ang Faichfulneſs, 
=4 _ than it is effeemed among men a piece of Falſbuod not to do they have 

eatned, 

This dangerous Inſinuation may be anſwer'd by conſidering , that the 

chreatnings 
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threatnings of Men are very often built upon the violence of paſſion, 20 
occaſion d by Ignorance and other Imperſections; whence it ſr 
comes to pals, that thoſe puniſhments, which, when threatned, ſeem Rex. 
nable, are afterwards found to be evidently Unreaſonable and Unjuſt; And Jo 
therefore, even upon this ſuppoſition, that the leaſt Deviation from Tr 
abſolutely confider'd, is ſinful, ſuch threatnings onght-not to be put in ex. 
cution, becaufe tis Jeſs ſinful. to Remit them than to Execute them. Where anc 
God Almighty does fully and diſtinctly know the Reaſon and Equity ofths dic 


puniſhments he denounceth, even when he denonnceth them; All hu Ni 
threatnings are determined by Oinniſcience, agreeably to his oven Etergy fak 
and Unerring Wiſdom and Juſtice. did 

Such then being the Diſparity and Diſproporiton betwixt theſe two ca's, Mifcor 
we cannot meaſure the threatnings of God by the threatnings of Men. tha 


But the Difficulty may be ſtill further anſwer'd. by obſerving, that it is no- tha 
torious Falſhood among men not to inflict ſuch puniſhments, abſolutely Ir. 
threatned, as are not only Conſiſtent with Juſtice, but neceſſarily Required by ſtal 
it. And Theſe are the only threatnings of Men, which are, 1n the preſent belt 
queſtion,to be compared with the threatnings of God the Execution of whichis 1 
above proved to be not only Conſiſtent with Juſtice, but the proper Effect of it, hi 

It would therefore either be inconſiſtent with God's Infinitely perſect Ye. wit! 
racity not to Execute the puniſhments in a Future ſtate which he hath threatned, atlc 
or elſe Veracity is nothing but an empty Name; as indeed they would hare 
it, who endearour to prove, that God Almighty's Truth does extend it ſiſ ſtall 
only to matters of Juſtice and Goodneſs towards his creatures, that ke is, by'rer- l, 
tue of this Attribute, only concern'd to fulfil his Promiſes, ; | 

I ſhall not build my Anſwer to this upon the notions that we have of Ye. ei 
racity; but Thall rather, as the more Certain and Safe method, reſolve the el 
whole matter into the account that God himſelf hath given us; For, I think, ery 
the Reaſonings, of theſe men may be effectnally overthrown, and the Contray Vine 
clearly evinced from one or two texts of Holy Scripture. 

When God had declared that the Kingdom of 1ſrae! ſhould be rent fron {WW th 
Sau as a puniſhment for his Diſobedience in the Battle againſt Amalck, i 

thus reflects upon it, The ftrength of Iſrael ail lie, nor repem; fa Nou 
7. Sam. 19. he is not a man that he ſhould repent, Evidently importing, that lince 
898 God had Abſolutely denounced this puniſhment, it wa. be a Vio- r 
lation of his Truth not to Execute it. And this is confirmed by God Almigh- 
ty's expreſs words in the caſe of thoſe 7ſraelites, of whom he ſwate that they 
ſhould not enter into his reſt. For though that paſſage (as Canaan was a typ: N 
of Heaven) be not (as is ſuggeſted) a full proof, that Wicked men ſhall Actual- 
ly ſuffer Eternal miſery ; yet it does abundantly prove, that God Almighty 
Veracity is directly concern'd in the Execution of Puniſhments threatned, as 
well as in Fulfilling what he Promiſeth; which may appear from Numb. 14.29, 
30, 35. Tour Crafts Hall fall in this Wilderneſs ; and all that were numbred of you, 
according to your whole mamber, from twenty years old and upward, which have murmod 
againft me, Doubleſs ye ſhall not come into the land & c. I the Lord have ſaid, I nil 
ſurely do is; Where God Almighty himſelf does plainly enough teach us, that 
his Veracity is concern'd-to Inflict the puniſhments which he hath Abſolutely 
threatned, that the Evil Denounced againſt the Iſraelues muſt be Infallibly Exe 
cuted, becauſe he had abfolutely Denounced it. 
As for the caſe of Nineveh here urged to ſhew, that if God Almighty ſhould 
not Inflict the Eternal puniſkments which he hath threatned, it would be no 
violation of his Truth, tis altogether foreign to the buſineſs. For the threatning = 


denounced againſt that City was Conditional and therefore — 
nnonal and thereio her 
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hereas the Threatnings of Future puniſhment are Abſolvte and Irreverſible. 
Jonah Was ſent to threaten the Ninevices with deſtruction, becauſe their 
wickedneſs was great and came up before the Lord; but before the 
time appointed tor their deſtruction, they repented and turned 
from their evil ay, and upon this account God repented of the Euil 
3. 10. that he had ſaid that he mould do unto them, and he did it not. The Reaſon 
and Condition of the puniſhment were removed; and Therefore the Threatnin 
did of courſe become void. The concluſion then to be drawn from the cafe — 
Ninewh, wich reſpect to Future puniſhment is this, that if we Repent and for- 
lake our fins as the Nine vie did, we ſhall eſcape Eternal puniſhment, as they 
did the Temporal deſtruction denounced againſt them. This is all that can be 
concluded from that Example, and I need not urge any thing further to ſhew, 
that this is nothing to the purpoſe. For God Almighty hath poſitively declared, 
that all Habitual Impenitent Sinners ſhall ſuffer Everlaſting mifery, and his 
Truth is as directly and ſtrictly concern'd, that the puniſhments thus Threatn'd 
ſkall be executed, as that the Eternal rewards, which are Promiſed, ſhall be 
beſtowed upon the Faithfol and Obedient. 
There are ſome other ſuggeſtions in the diſcourſe that J have been examining, 
which hkewiſe ſeem to give occaſion of Disbelief; but they are coincident 
with the miſtakes already repreſented, and may be anſwer d from the conlide- 
ations already Jaid down. 
* Haring thus endeavour'd to prove and vindicate the Article in the Text, I 
(af ſhall conclude with two or three Inferences from this diſcourſe. And 
to 1. 'Tis hence obſervable, that no man ſhould entertain the leſs Honourable 
boughts of Religion and the Holy Sepiptures, becauſe they admit of ſome Ob- 
he. e dions, ſo long as thoſe objections can be ſatisfied, and the Truth made ma- 
iſelt, notwithſtanding all that can be urged in oppoſition to it. For the 
ery Belt things may be excepted againſt, as the very Worſt do admit of ſome 
Vindication. God Almighty does not Neceſſitate our Underſtandings to em- 


Jonah, 1. 2 
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? nce the Truth, any more than he does Overrule our Wills by Irreſiſtible grace. 
om (chere were no room left for Errour, where would be the Excellency of abidi 
wel WP" nah? And if there were no Poſſibility of Doubt or Disbelief, Fai 
fi vould ceaſe to be a Vertue. 


20. We may hence obſerye with St Paul, that the 13/iſdom of this world is fooliſb- 


ſio- i with God. When men ſet up their own Imperſect and Corrupt thoughts in 
oh- dppolition to the revealed Will of God, the notions they are ſo fond of, as ap- 
hey ang to be highly Rational, are nothing but the effects of ſome wild Paſſion 
rype WE" worldly Intereſt; For nothing that is Really Wiſe and True can be oppo- 
— d tothe will and pleaſure of him, who is Infinite in Wiſdom and Truth. 
it's len we call in queſtion the Certainty or Equity of what God hath politive- . 
|, a A 4cclared, our Wiſdom degencrates into Folly, and our Reaſon into Madneſs. 


God indeed hath been graciouſly pleated fo to contrive and diſpoſe his 
lpenſations, that the Reaion and Equity of them are much more certain and 


ave cat eren to our Narrow capacities, than any thing that can be objected againſt 
will bem, And when notions are advanced to the Diſnonour of God, and the 
that euiment of Religion, tis Indiſpenſably incumbent upon us to oppoſe Right 
el aon to the Corruptions of it, and vindicate the Divine Diſpenſation: Other- 
Exe due Us not our buſineſs to ſearch into the Reaſons of Grd; proceedings; 

und much more Unwarrantable i it, much more Imiplent and Impious to make 
oud Wk... 1 Our Reaſon the u ige of him who beſtowed it upon n+, whole Judge- 
e 00 ments are Unſearchable and his ways paſt finding cut An abehieving 
ning Een Phariſee queſtions, Hom can theſe 75 be and our Bleued Saviour 
— plies, Ferily verily I ſay unto thee, ws (peak thas wa do K., and tefliſy ther we —_ 
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ten, and ye receive not our Witneſs, It is the Divine Teſtimony that we are 
ſeen, 7 nd upon, and ſtedſaſtly acquieſce in. We find it recorded — 
Afts 17. 11. very great honour of the Bereans, that they received the ward wig, al 

readineſs of mind, aud ſearched the Scriptures daily whether thoſe thing, wes 
fo. It was the perfection of Sinceriiy and Piety in them, that they Indulge4 
no vain ſcruples, admitted of no vain Curioſity about the Reaſons of the j), 
vine Adminiſtration, but ſearched only whether thoje things were ſo, only endes 
voured, by comparing one Scripture with another, to know what wap, 
vealed, and what they found Reveal'd they firmly believed. 

We ſhould not dare to argue about the Equity of God's Reveal'd will, 9 tho 
Ceriainty of what he hat declared ſhall be, but reſt in a firm Belicſ, tha 
whatſoever he hath determined is Unexceptionably Juſt and Equitable, beat 
he hath determined it, and whatſoever he hath declared that he will qo, at 
unqueſtionably be performed, becauſe he hath declared it. We may by on 
Reaſon examine, and ſatisfy our ſelves in the motives of Credibility, the ci. 
dence which God hath given, that the Holy Scriptures are his Word and Wil , 
But all Scruples and Uncertainty, about the Reaſonableneſs of what he hah 
thus Revealed, are Fooliſh and Unlawful, Impious and Deſtructive. 

30. and laſtly, We may hence learn what are the proper Grounds of our ojj 
gation to conform our lives to the Goſpel of Chriſt. : 

Doubtleſs after ſome time ſpent in Sincere and Induſtrious endeavours ty 
cotrect and ſubdue our Inordinate and Impetuous paſſions and inclination, 
the ſatisfactions of a Vertuous life do abundantly exceed the pleaſures of Sin, 
But Arguments drawn from this confideration, though ever ſo artfally contrixed 
and recommended, are of no great force with Habitual Sinners. The excellen: 
cy of Vertue ſimply and abſolutely conſider d, without any relation to God; 
commands, Conſcience and a Future ſtate, is commonly ſlighted and reje(tel 
by thoſe, whoſe daily enjoyments and delights do, at leaſt in their own opt- 
nion, contradict all the fine characters and deſcriptions of it. Under the Gol 
pel we have no occaſion for theſe empty and ineffectual Arguments, grounded 
upon the beauties of Vertue in this Abſolute ſenſe conſider d; And by the ut 
of ſuch Arguments alone, or perhaps by the frequent aſe of them, we (bould 
not a little derogate from the Honour of the Goſpel ; in which are cereal 
Principles unſpeakably more Excellent and Effeftual, motives equal to the u- 
moſt of our Hopes and Fears, the Engageing expectation of Eternal Happineſ, 
and the Dreadful apprehenſions of Eternal Miſery. 

We now know Aſſuredly, that the time will come, when all Profane and 
Irreligious Wit, which is now careſs'd with ſo much Approbation and Delight 
will plainly prove the groſſeſt and moſt wretched Folly. The time will come 
when all the Pleaſares of ſinſul enjoyment will be paſt and gone, and as if thy 
had never been, upon all accounts but that they will be ſucceeded with Endleb 
miſery, The time will come, when all the Troubles and Diſſiculties of an Holy 
life ſhall be Rewarded, at God's right hand, with joys abundantly ſurpaſſing ab 
that we can now Deſcribe or Imagine; with all che Happineſs that we hal 
even then, when our Faculties are Refined and Improved, be capable either d 
Enjoying or Deſiring. To which Bleſſed and Glorious Fate God of his Inn 
Alercy bring us all, by the Continual In of his Holy Spirit upon us, ehrowgh ik 
Merits and Interceſiion of Jeſus Chriſt owr Sæviour; To whom be aſcribed all How 
and Glory henceforth and for Evermore. Amen. 
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